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On Feb. 24-26, Group of 8 foreign ministers met in Cartagena, Colombia, to examine a series of
economic and political initiatives outlined at the November summit of Latin American presidents
in Acapulco, Mexico. Group of 8 nations include Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Panama, Peru,
Mexico, Uruguay and Venezuela. Selected highlights of a joint communique issued on Feb. 26 are
summarized below. * The Group of 8 has manifested its satisfaction with the special economic
cooperation plan for Central America designed by the UN Development Program (PNUD). Included
in the plan are proposals presented at the Acapulco summit, such as prior consultation of all
Central American governments on the "most appropriate" form/s to implement the emergency
food aid requested by several countries in the region. * Group of 8 ministers agreed on the need
to intensify in "concrete" forms anti-drug trafficking efforts through the strengthening of bilateral
agreements and other mechanisms, and regional forums. The ministers also emphasized the
extreme importance of organizing an international conference on the drug problem as soon as
possible. Participants in the conference would include all "concerned" nations. * The ministers
reported that Group of 8 nations had initiated a process of "reflection" on the means to strengthen
the Organization of American States (OAS). The objective is to make the OAS a more effective
hemispheric forum toward coordinating Latin American and Caribbean political and economic
integration efforts. * The Group of 8 ministers agreed on the need for a meeting of respective
finance and economy ministers to evaluate the fulfillment of foreign debt management and crisis
resolution goals as outlined at the Acapulco summit. This evaluation will occur at the next assembly
meeting of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) in Caracas, Venezuela. * The ministers
agreed to establish procedures and policy guidelines toward strengthening their participation in
international political debates. * At an informal extraordinary session on the evening of Feb. 25
following Panamanian President Eric Arturo Delvalle's ouster by Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega ,
seven foreign ministers met to discuss the Panamanian situation. Their Panamanian colleague left
Cartagena before the special session was convened. In their joint communique released on Friday,
the seven ministers announced Panama's suspension from the Group of 8 on political and economic
issues. This decision was justified by their assertion that participation in such issues requires "the
clear effectiveness of democratic institutions in member states." The ministers said the suspension
would remain in effect "until a new evaluation of the circumstances." A date for said evaluation
was not specified. (Basic data from AFP, 02/26/88) [On Nov. 27-29, 1987, the presidents of eight Latin
American nations convened in Acapulco, Mexico, to discuss a series of political issues, including the
foreign debt problem, the Central American peace process, and international peace and security,
among others. It was an historic conference in that the regional leaders met for the first time without
US participation. The "Group of 8" was formed in 1986 by member nations of the Contadora Group
(Mexico, Panama, Colombia and Venezuela) and its Support Group (Peru, Argentina, Brazil and
Uruguay) in an effort to capitalize on a working relationship among respective nations established
earlier to assist in resolving the Central American crisis. The Group of 8, said its architects, would be
utilized as a forum to discuss political issues of mutual concern. At the Acapulco summit, respective
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foreign ministers were instructed to examine a "series of guidelines" at a February meeting of
the Cartagena Consensus group in Colombia. Periodic "evaluations" on collective foreign debt
management and payment principles by finance and economy ministers were also established in the
presidents' joint communique. (For a detailed account of the Acapulco summit, and the presidents'
joint statements, see LADC 12/01/87.)]
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